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Worship in the Parish

St Elphin’s

Sundays :
8.30am Holy Communion

10.30am Parish Eucharist

12.30pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd only)
6.30pm Evensong

Wednesdays :
10.00am Holy Communion

Saints’ Days and other Holy Days
7.30pm Holy Communion (unless stated otherwise)

Mattins and Evensong are said daily in church at 8.45 am and
5.00 pm respectively

A Loop System is in operation in the church to assist hearing aid
users. Please switch your hearing aid to the 'T’ position for it to
be effective.

There are large print copies of the Hymn Book and the
Communion Service. Please ask the Church Wardens or
Sidespeople if you would like a copy.

St John’s Mission

Sundays :
9.30am Junior Church
10.00am Holy Communion

All Age/Family Service on the third Sunday in the month

Special Services are announced through Church Notices and the
Parish Magazine as necessary.
Holy Communion is taken regularly to the Sick and Housebound by our Clergy and

Team of Licensed Eucharistic Ministers. Please inform the Clergy when parishioners
are ill, either at home or in hospital.
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April 2010

Dear Friends

According to the calendar it is now spring, but nature seems to be
lagging behind a little this year. However, we should soon be
seeing the fresh green of new shoots in the hedgerows, trees and
bushes and blooms on the spring flowers. As we come to the end
of Lent, | feel it is a little like coming to the end of winter. Soon we
shall remember the horrors of Good Friday when our Lord was
crucified for our sins; a day of great sadness. Then we can look
forward to Easter Day when we rejoice in the fact that He was
raised from the dead and so conquered Satan and freed us from
his grasp. That is when we can think about new shoots in our own
lives, a sort of personal springtime. We have had the Lenten
period to reflect and to renounce our sin and now it is time to
begin anew and to try to be worthy of the sacrifice made for us.
During our Lent series of talks on Wednesday evenings, we
looked at the theme of law, order, justice, peace and freedom.
These are concepts we might bear in mind as we move forward
after Easter. We need to determine to abide by God'’s law and live
in the peace Jesus gave us. He showed us the path to a place in
God’s kingdom and His sacrifice gave us the freedom to follow
that path. Whatever our plans for the future may be, we must
remember to show compassion to those less fortunate than
ourselves, just as He showed compassion to all. We must also
remember the commandment He gave us: that we love our
neighbours as ourselves. Oh, if only everyone would obey that
commandment, what a wonderful spring we should have then!

Wishing you all a holy and peaceful Eastertide.

Services for Holy Week and Easter




Monday 29 " and Tuesday 30 "™ March
7.30pm Stations of the Cross 1 & 2 followed by the Eucharist

Wednesday 31 %' March

10.00am Eucharist
7.30pm Meditations and Taizé Eucharist at St John’s

Thursday 1 %' April — Maundy Thursday

8.00pm Solemn Eucharist of the Last Supper
Address and the Watch until Midnight

Friday 2 " April — Good Friday

10.30am “There is a Green Hill” a service for Good Friday
morning and the offering of Missionary Boxes

2.00pm The Last Hour” a service at the foot of the Cross
with address

Saturday 3 " April — Holy Saturday

7.30pm The lighting of the new fire, Paschal candle and
renewal of Baptismal Vows

Easter Day

“He is Risen Indeed! Allelluia”

8.30am Eucharist

10.00am Eucharist at St John’s Mission
10.30am Parish Eucharist

6.30pm Evensong

Monday 5" April — Easter Monday

10.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)



Other Services in April

Thursday 15 ™ April at 7.30pm

Sir Thomas Boteler Commemoration.
Annual Service of Holy Communion. (BCP)

Sunday 25 ™ April - St George’s Tide

3.00pm Annual Scouts and Guides Service

Other services as usual. The former St George’s Mission, it's
priests and people will be remembered during the 10.30am parish
Eucharist.

Commemorations in April

Eucharist at 10.00am

Wed 21% Anselm, Abbot of Le Bec, Archbishop of
Canterbury, Teacher, 1109

Wed 28" Peter Chanel, Missionary in the South Pacific,
Martyr, 1841

Annual Parish Meeting and Vestry meeting
Sunday 11 ™ April at 12.00 noon in Church

Please come along and support your church and parish. We will
be electing Churchwardens, Sidespersons, and PCC members.
Also the Annual Accounts and Report will be presented to the
meeting.

St Elphin’s (Fairfield) School

The School was dedicated and blessed by the Archbishop of York on 21
January. We include a copy of the address he made on this occasion.
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Dedication and Blessing - St Elphin’s School, Warri  ngton

It has been a great pleasure and privilege to be with you today for this
exciting development at St Elphin’s School. But wonderful and exciting
though this building is, it is an even greater delight for me to be part of the
celebration of the education of our children, and the building of
community.

Just as church buildings aren’t all there is to being the church, so schools,
however beautiful and fit for purpose, are not all there is to education.
You know, as teachers and community leaders, that education is
something which lives in you and is passed on by you to others. In Africa
we say, “It takes a whole village to raise a child”.

True education does more than enable us to pass exams. True Education
forms the common mind — it creates the realm for the application of
knowledge beyond simple understanding. The Latin root of our word
Education is educare, and its meaning is ‘drawing out’ — drawing out
the best from each learner. Helping them to achieve their potential.

You at St Elphin’s know about attainment. | am aware that you have had
consistently excellent results in the Key Stage 2 tests across all subjects.

Yes, young people want qualifications and they want work. A common
purpose between education and employers is the development of
knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes which enhance
employability; this also involves a recognition that school is only the first
stage in a life of learning, and a whole life and community experience

My own view is that schools are opportunity centres . They must create
the habit of lifelong learning as the first and necessary stage. Schools
should be a learning resource of the community and should be
influenced intimately by the community. Their primary role is to help the
whole community to learn. They have a duty to get the school ready for its
pupils and not the usual way of trying to get the child ‘ready for school'.

The big idea now is not the school — it is the learning child; it is not the
health centre, it is the healthy child; it is not the childcare centre, it is the
stimulated child. The focus of the community school is on the needs of all
the pupils in the school; that means considering their social, emotional and
health needs and it means engagement with their families. There are
challenging expectations from the public about the role of the teacher and
of the school. This can sometimes bring stress and loss of confidence.

Lee Lacocca has it absolutely right when he says, " In a completely

rational society, the best of us would aspire to be teachers and the rest of
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us would have to settle for something less, because passing civilization
along from one generation to the next ought to be the highest honour and
highest responsibility anyone could have."

Headteacher, teachers and all of you who are helping our children to
learn. You are the most important people in this community. You are
sowing the seeds of hope for all of us. You are preparing our children for
the wonder of family life, and communities. | have only been in this school
for 4% hours. If | had Primary School children, this is where | would send
them. Sadly, that is not now an option for us. This school community is a
model of what all schools ought to be. Focussed on Tasking, Trusting

and Tending to all. You are FANTABULOUS. God Bless you all!

And as G K Chesterton said, “Education is simply the soul of a society as
it passes from one generation to another." Perhaps we should all try to
see education as a family treasure that we enjoy and pass on to enrich
whole communities as well as individual lives.

Education is an ongoing building project, a building of the utmost value,
and you here are part of the great and important work.

May God bless you and your community as you build together. Your
motto should be:

“Together under God,
We build for the future”

Church Opening

The Church will be open again for visitors from May to September
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. We hope our regular helpers will
be available again this year. Letters will be sent out shortly. We
welcome new people to help so if you are interested please speak
to Bob or Arnold.

Thank You



by

Former Organ Scholar at St Elphins

Friday 16™ April 2010
7.30pm

Admission £6.00
Includes wine and light refreshments

Tickets available from Bob or Dianne

Please try to attend the organ recital to be given by Jason Lowe.
Many will be familiar with Jason’s playing. He has spent several
formative years on the organ bench here and now is the Organ
Scholar at Manchester Cathedral. | am sure that he would

appreciate your support.
RNB



13th Warrington East Scouts
Bedding Plants — Friday 14 ™ May 2010. Please ring your orders in on 490168
after 6.00pm up to Friday 2 " April

Delivery/collection will be between 7.00 and 10.00pm on Friday 14™ May from
Fairfield & Howley Community Building. Please pay by cash/cheque (13"
Warrington East Scout Group) on receipt of your plants.

Name: Address:
Phone No:
Delivery/Collection (Please delete)
Plant Type Colours Per Tray No
Alyssum White 12
Antirrhinum Mixed 6
Begonia Mixed 6
Dahlia Mixed 6
Gazania Mixed 6
Geranium Mixed 6
Impatiens Mixed 6
Lobelia Blue/White 12
Trailing Lobelia Blue/White 12
African Marigold Yellow 6
French Marigold Orange 6
Mesembryanthenum Mixed 12
Pansy Mixed 6
Petunia Mixed 6
Salvia Scarlet 6
Verbena Mixed 6
Total Number of | Trays
All above trays are £2.00 each
Tomatoes Individual pots — 0.60p
Sweet Peas Mixed pot - £1.00 each 10
Nasturtiums Mixed pot - £1.00 each 10
Hanging Petunia Pot  Mixed - £8.00 each 1
Hanging Fuchsia Pot Mixed - £8.00 each 1
Hanging Basket — Flowers/Foliage in 1
Mixed plants woven basket - £15.00
Total Cost of order £

We are also offering a planting service for a cost of £3.00, please ask for
details on receipt of your plants.

Thank you for your support
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Easter Puzzles

Can you find the Easter words listed below?

EASTERTIDE
HOT CROSS BUNS
BUNNY

EGG HUNT
LENT
CHOCOLATE
SPRING
EASTER

PALM SUNDAY
CHICK

EGG

PARADE
BONNET

HQR WEIEE|TJ Y UI| |OP A
OSDEIAIST ERI|T|I DIEIF G
T GICHJ KJ KIL|ZX|C|V BN
CZXHDFGHJIEIAISITIER
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Can you solve these anagrams? They are all related to Easter.

PASTY HEAPER

DAY SUN LAMP

STEERED A RAPA

CRUSH BOSTONS

SEEN ANY TRUB

CT GOOGLE ACHE

RUSTY AND A SEE

TREE BANS TONE

HUG STRANGE TREE

SKEIN A CLAM
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Down to Earth Faith Orecycle

On Saturday 20™ February | attended the Down to Earth Faith
Conference at the Cathedral. As most of you probably know Bishop
James is passionate about the Environment and what we can to save
the planet.

We started off by measuring our ‘footprint’, (nothing to do with retalil
therapy!) but a questionnaire to see how environmentally friendly we
all are. If you'd like to check your ‘footprint’ let me know and I'll get
you a copy.

Contributors to the event were: Liverpool University, Mersey Forest,
Eco-Congregations, Faiths4Change, St Luke’s Crosby, St Bride’s, St
Philips Westbrook and St Lawrence with St Paul, Kirkdale.

It is predicted that there will be a 50cm rise in sea level this century
which doesn’t seem a huge amount but the reality is that by 2030
Bangladesh will have lost 30% of its land area to rising water levels.
There are 30 million environmental refugees in the world now!!

o
But what can we do” Orecyde /‘fl “::x
There are lots of simple thilys uiat we can uu ey

Don’t use standby — if you're not using it switch it off! 'ﬂ?

Don't fill the kettle for one cup of tea

Set your washer to 30°not 40%and use 40% less ele ctricity

Cook double portions and freeze half for another day

Refuse plastic carriers — use your own bags

Buy food with no or recyclable packaging

Have a day without using your car

Pump those tyres up: low pressure = high fuel consumption

Recycle as much as possible

If we all do our bit individually then collectively we can make a
difference.
Dianne
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April 2010

The Mothers’ Union Prayer

Loving Lord,

We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.

We pray for families around the world.

Bless the work of the Mothers' Union

as we seek to share your love through the encouragement,
strengthening and support of marriage and family life.
Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in prayer and
worship, and in love and service reach out as your hands across
the world.

In Jesus' name. Amen.

Dear Members and Friends

Over the next few months we have a number of events taking
place, as we celebrate 120 years of Mothers' Union in the
Liverpool Diocese.

The Coffee Morning on 20 ™ March raised just over £50. My
thanks to all who attended and especially Wendy and Susan who
provided a continuous supply of tea and toasted breads
throughout the morning.

The Lent Project "Make a Mother's Day" has also achieved its
goal and we have been able to purchase a goat for Africa. Thank
you for all your donations during Lent.

Verve Place

You will remember that our last meeting in February our speakers
were from Verve Place. Wendy has been to visit Verve Place and
has now been provided with a list of suitable items for us to collect
in support of the project. (There will be a box at the back of church
indicating the items required.)
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Afternoon Tea

The next afternoon tea will be held on Saturday 17" April at the
Rectory from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. If you would like to attend and
need transport please contact 01925 635020.

Baptism Project
The date in April is 18" — (Nancy Jones and Joan Rowson).
Please let me know if you would like to help.

Picnic on the Beach

Mothers' Union are holding a Picnic on the Beach at Ainsdale
on Sunday 4" July from 1.00pm to 4.00pm. Please keep this date
in your diary — further details and booking forms will be available
shortly.

Note:

Many of you will remember Mrs Bessie Wood who was a long
serving member of Mothers' Union. An Altar Service Book of was
presented at the Offertory on Mothering Sunday in her memory.

Thank you for your continued support.

With love and prayers.

Ann

St John’s Mission ? A
-

Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy @\"cg}

Our next one is on Thursday 1% April at 10.30am in
the Social Hall. Please come along and join us;
you may win and Easter Egg.

Please note there will not be a Coffee Morning in —
May.
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Pause for Thought with Norma Fox

| say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these my
brethren, you did it to me. Matthew 25:40

| had been to see a very good friend who had been troubled with
a rheumaticky shoulder, so | was delighted to see him bend down
and pick up a pile of books without any discomfort.

“It's the warm olive oil” he told me, “Nothing like it! | was as stiff as
a poker yesterday afternoon. Then last night, my wife rubbed
warm olive oil into my shoulder for half an hour. What a difference
it's made.”

When | left, his wife followed me to the gate. “Your olive ol
treatment has certainly done the trick,” | said. She smiled, “I'm
afraid I'm a cheat, Norma. The bottle was just about empty — only
a few drops left, so | kept rubbing in those few last drops. He
never noticed, he just said “Oh that’s lovely, what a difference!”
“You're not a cheat at all,” | said. “You did the right thing”.

You won'’t find these words on any bottle, but they're there in
invisible letters in so many homes.

“Apply with love”

Three little words we can all use in so many situations, in so many
different ways. If only we looked beyond ourselves, listened and
opened our hearts to the pain in others, we would see that the
human touch of a hand, a kind word and practical help “applied
with love” is Our Lord’s love working through us and for us in
those around us.

“The love Christ Jesus gave
Be filling every heart for me,
The love Christ Jesus gave
Filling me for everyone”

15
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50/50 Club

The February draw took place on Sunday, 28". The results were
as follows.

1st Geoffrey Delooze 2nd Margaret Sefton
3rd Bronwen Foot 4th  Freda Wilde

March’s draw took place on Sunday, 21% and the results were as
follows.

1st Anita Taylor 2nd Kath & Colin Wilson
3rd Ann Finlay 4th  Sylvia Wright

The next draw will take place on Sunday 25" April and payments
must be made by Sunday 18" to be included in the draw. Any
payments made after that date will be assumed to be for the
following month. Any cheques should be made payable to “St
Elphin's 50/50 club”.

New members are always welcome. You could be in line for a
prize and money is raised every month for church funds.

Remember, you've got to be in it to win it.

By the prayers of Jesus, Lord, teach us how to pray.
By the gifts of Jesus, Lord teach us how to give.

By the toils of Jesus, Lord, teach us how to work.
By the love of Jesus, Lord, teach us how to love.

By the cross of Jesus, Lord, teach us how to live.
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If you've not already done so can you please let Margaret or
Dianne have your completed Biscuit Quiz Sheet by Good Friday
so the lucky winner can have their prize on Easter Day.

Our first meeting after Easter will be on April 21 when Mr Watson
will be coming to give us a talk on Northern Folklore.

Dates for your diary:

May 5"
Margaret Fellowes — Warrington Clerical Institutions

May 19"
Planning Meeting followed by Meal at Nora Street. Names to
Margaret as soon as possible please.

June 2"
Kip Heald — Warrington People and Places

July 24"
Howley Carnival

August 4
Musical Evening in Church with Bob

All Ladies are welcome to come along and join us on the 1% and
3" Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in St Elphin’'s Community
House.
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Mobile Phone v Bible

Have you ever wonder what would happen if we treated the
Bible like we treat our mobile phone?

What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?
What if we flipped through it several times a day?

What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?

What if we used it to receive messages from the text?
What if we treated the Bible like we couldn't live without it?
What if we gave it to Kids as gifts?

What if we used it when we travelled?

What if we used it in case of emergency?

Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our mobile phone, we don't have
to worry about our Bible being disconnected because Jesus
already paid the bill! He has already paid the price in full!

Makes you stop and think, doesn't it?
Where are my priorities? And no missed calls!

In St Elphin’s Community Centre

Friday 30" April at 8.00pm

Tables of 4
£3.00 each inc refreshments

Bring your own drink
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Why Did Jesus Fold the Napkin?

Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His resurrection?

The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the napkin, which was placed
over the face of Jesus, was not just thrown aside like the grave
clothes.

The napkin was neatly folded, and placed at the head of the tomb.
Early Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and found
that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. She ran and
found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved.
She said, 'They have taken the Lord's body out of the tomb, and |
don't know where they have put him!" Peter and the other disciple ran
to the tomb to see. The other disciple out ran Peter and got there first.
He stopped, looked in and saw the linen cloth lying there, but didn't go
in. Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the
linen wrappings lying there, while the cloth that had covered Jesus'
head was folded up and lying to the side.

Was that important? Absolutely!
Is it really significant? Yes!

In order to understand the significance of the folded napkin, you have
to understand a little bit about Hebrew tradition of that day. The folded
napkin related to the Master and Servant. When the servant set the
dinner table for the master, he made sure that it was exactly the way
the master wanted it. The table was furnished perfectly, and then the
servant would wait, just out of sight, until the master had finished
eating. He would not dare touch that table, until his master had
finished. When the master had finished he would rise from the table,
wipe his fingers, his mouth, and clean his beard, wad up the napkin
and toss it onto the table. The servant would then know to clear the
table. For in those days, the wadded napkin meant, "I'm finished"

But if the master got up from the table, and folded his napkin, and laid
it beside his plate, the servant would not dare touch the table,
because.......... The folded napkin meant, "I'm coming back!"

And so He shall!!
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Readers and Prayer Rota for April

8.30am 10.30am 10.30am
Prayers Reader
April 4" Sylvia Wright Wardens Gill Whitticombe
11" Kathryn Hayes Ann Dunn Ann Finlay

18" Pauline Beckett Nancy Jones Kath Wilson
25" Dianne Rothwell Kath Wilson Ann Dunn
May 2™ Cyril Bishop Gill Whitticombe Sue Waddleton

Communicants and Collections

Week ending Communicants Collections
St Elphin’s

February 21° 109 531.10
February 28" 128 816.00
March 7" 129 915.16
March 14" 155 972.20
St John’s

February 47
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@ Choir dates in April

Sunday 4th Easter Day Eucharist 10.30am
(Practice 9.55am)

Sunday 18" Eucharist 10.30am
(Practice 9.55am)

Wednesday 28" Practice 7.30pm

Donations

Fabric Fund

Birthday and anniversary memories of Lionel Fryar 15"
and 17" April. A dearly loved husband, Dad and
Grandad. From Irene, Chris, David, Mark and families

Loving memories of a dear Mum, Florence Pennington,
11" April from Irene and family

Treasured memories of Mum, Florence Pennington no
her anniversary Also, Lionel our dear brother-in-law
on his birthday and Anniversary, from Freda Allan and
family

Treasured memories of my dear Dad April 19™.
Treasured memories of my dear sister Audrey April
30™, God Bless, from Ivy

Flannery - Treasured memories of my brother Bill on
his birthday, April 15", from Hilda

In loving memory of Doreen on our Wedding
Anniversary, 14™ April, from Bill and family

Donation from two ex-employees of Rylands on visit to
see the Clock and Bells which they used to maintain
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General Fund

Thanksgiving donation for Baptism of Joanna Audrey
Marie Smith and Steven Kenneth Joseph Smith on 7"
March

In memory of Roy Jones, from Ivy and family (USA)
In memory of Roy Jones (USA) from Jean and Dianne

Birthday memories of Jack Rothwell from Jean and
Dianne

In memory of Marjorie Cresswell from Jean and
Dianne

Birthday memories of Arthur Cresswell from Jean and
Dianne

St John’s

In memory of our mother, Irene Foster on her birthday
23" April, from Peter, Ken and Sue

In loving memory of Eric Whitfield from David and
Christine Whitfield and family

In loving memory of Eric Whitfield from Barbara and
George Molyneaux and family

In memory of Eric Whitfield, with love from Mary
Whitfield

In memory of Eric Whitfield from Margaret Fairbrother
& family
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Parish Reqisters

Holy Baptism in March hﬁﬁlﬁ
March 7" W
=\
Belle Carey Hughes daughter of Stephen John and Avril Kathleen

Joanna Audrey Marie smithdaughter of Graham and Yvonne Marie

Steven Kenneth Joseph  son of Graham and Yvonne Marie
Smith

March 14"
Ellie Louise Gallop daughter of Stephen Anthony and Adele
Louise

Noah James Harris son of Andrew Graham and Kelly-Jane
Matilda Slease Lloyd daughter of Warren Charles and Victoria
Hayden James Frank son of Barry Steven and Hayley Ann
Braddock
Finlay Lewis Pearson son of Keith Allan and Diane Elizabeth
L

@(;_

Christian Burial and Cremation in March

L

2" Cyril Leslie Davies aged 86 years
11" Eric Whitfield aged 86 years
15™ Margaret Sleigh aged 78 years
18™ John Stanley Elliott aged 76 years
24™ Ethel Homer aged 94 years
25" Lilian Jones aged 89 years

26™ Hilda Maud Thackeray aged 86 years
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Social and Group Activites

Monday

2.15pm Monday Class in the Choir Vestry

6.15pm Beavers — St John’s Social Hall

Tuesday

6.30-7.30pm  Kids Club (term time only)

Wednesday

6.45pm Brownies — St John’s Social Hall

7.30pm Mothers’ Union — St Elphin’s School (2" only)

7.30pm St Elphin’s Ladies Group (1% and 3™ only) meet
in the Community House next door to St Elphin’s
Community Centre

Thursday

10.30am St John’s Coffee Morning (1% only)

6.00pm Cubs — St John’s Social Hall

6.30pm Brownies - St Elphin’s School

7.30pm Men’s Society (1% only)

Eriday

7.30pm Scouts — St John’s Social Hall

All members of the Church and local community are welcome to
come and join with us in these and any occasional activities which
are announced in Church or advertised on the Church Notice

Board.

24



School
St Elphin’s (Fairfield) CE Primary School

Head Teacher : Mr N Walsh, MBE, BEd
Tel: 635143
Bookings : Made with the Head Teacher

Junior Church

St Elphin’s Junior Church
Sundays at 10.30am in the Choir Vestry

St John’s Mission
Sundays at 9.30am

Occasional Services

Holy Baptism

1st and 3rd Sundays in the month at 12.30 pm.
Arrangements to be made with the Clergy or Church Wardens

Holy Matrimony and Banns
Arrangements to be made with the Clergy or Church Wardens

Funerals

Arrangements are usually made with the Rector by the Funeral
Director who has been engaged.

The Clergy and Church Wardens hold a surgery in church on
Saturdays from 10.00 am to 11.00 am for Applications for
Baptism, Holy Matrimony and Banns.

The Clergy are available at any time in cases of emergency.
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